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An Estimate ol tlie Grand Old

by Join Clark Ridpath,

Tie Eventful Career of t&e Greatest Statesman In

ae English Speaking World His Family

and His Friendships.

"Mountains have fallen.
Leaving a gap in the clouds and, with

the shock,
Rocking their Alpine brethren."

Manfred.

In December of 1809, when William
"Ewart Gladstone was born, the paint
was still fresh on the only steamboat
m the world. Thus far and no farther
had proceeded the evolution of human
passage by waterways and rivers. The
methods of preserving life and the
means of destroying it were scarcely
improved or modified since the middle
ages. In January of that year Sir John
Moore, at Coruna. won his fatal victory
over the French with flintlock muskets.
All the arts of modern life were still In

the rudimentary stages.
In Great Britain it cost 14 pence to send

a letter 300 miles, and in the United
States 17 cents for the same service.
There was not an iron barred tramway
on the face of the globe. Men hoped to
fly through the air. .but had no expec-

tation of being propelled by steam. In
that year, after his sixty-sixt- h ascen-f'on.di-

Francois Blanchard. first aero-

naut to cross the English channel. In
'.he farm sheds of the world there was
'erhaps not a single plow with iron or
steel moldboard. The harvest hands In
he wheatfields of all countries from Po-in- d

to the Alleghames cut their grain
frith sickles The most rapid transit on
t he earth or sea was the sailing vessel,
and that might be surpassed in speed
oy race horses.

Man's knowledge of nature was only
rudimentarv. Uranus was then the
outside member of the solar system.
The first four asteroids had been dis-

covered in the ten preceding years. Sir
Humphry Davy was just recovering
from the nervous fever with which he
was prostrated on his discovery of so-

dium and potassium. The greatest tel-

escope of the world was the 20 foot re-

flector of the elder Herbchel. Young
Fraunhofer, in the Institute of Munich.
Was experimenting with his lenses and
prisms, trying to analyze the solar
spectrum.

The social and domestic life of man-
kind was equally far away. In Great
Britain the sjstem of servitude was
still protected. Only a year before the
slave trade in the United States had
been openly practiced by the merchants
of Boston under the constitution. In
the home life of England the right of
husbands to whip their wives as freely
as they might whip their slaves was
denied by a few scoffers who had no
influence.

In the political state of the world his-
tory had appointed France and France
had appointed Napoleon to lead a revo
lutionary storming party against the
ancient order in Europe. The European
countries weie crouching down close to
the walls, hoping that the stoim might
pass and that they might again emerge
to sit on thrones and hunt in parks and
gather beauty of doubtful reputation
into courts where fashion reigned and
virtue was not even remembered.

In our own country the third Vir-
ginian president had in the preceding
spring come to the chief magistracy of
the young republic. Our brief federal
ascendency had yielded to a moderate
democracy impersonated in Madi&on
and his secretary of state. Hamilton
vas five years dead. Henry Clay was
leader of the house. The elder Adams
was contributing to the Boston Patriot
letters in defense of his policy while
president. Children born on the day of
the death of Washington were com

their tenth and ears
were three years dead. On the Gth of
July Napoleon fought his great battle
of Wagram and on the of Decem-
ber he divorced Josephine.

It was under these conditions and
these stars that William E Gladstone
was born. His life line has been drawn
lengthwise through the century, but
other great lines are there also. Glad-
stone did not come or go alone. TJje
year 1509 was as con&picuous for its
human products as had that for-
tieth preceding year which biought into
being the two world conquerors. Hutn- -
boldt and Bonaparte. The planetary
tug was powerful in 1S08 On the 12th j

of February in this year, and coinci- -
dentauy on tne same day. came into
the world Charles Robert Darwin in
England and Abraham Lincoln in

of
by

Aberdeen,
of of

Mendelssohn

the new
Central in this group of immortals

the son of Sir John Gladstone,
tnLlverpool on December 29, 1S09.

to be educated at pri-ate- ly

for two years by Dr. Turner
(afterward of Calcutta)

scholastically by the uaierslty
discipline at Chrlstchureh. Oxford,
from which he was graduated in 1S31.

Gladstone began public Con-
servative. He was son merchant.

Inherited commercial spirit
u regards business as first

of human life. It Is doubtful
whether Gladstone ever In hia career
considered any great question
first estimating its business effects on
r.ret Britain its commercial

In relation with of
uorld. He strictly busine&s j

His was cautiou ,

and reserved. He believed in disturbing j

and in reforming
things legislative

The conservative spirit Gladstone,
manifested even in those parts of his
life are regarded as radical and
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ANECDOTES OF GLADSTONE.
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.Thus near the end of his career, in 1S93,

Y.llliam E. Gladstone was obliged to
give over the project of home rule and

' presently to retire from the arena in
which he had so long been the foremost
actor. In doing so he shook his hand in
defiance not only at the house of lords,
but at that whole system of aristocratic
organization and ancient privilege which
is represented by that house and held
as in a keep unto the judgment of the

4 last day.
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earned a serene repose for his exhaust-
ed body in the silent house to which
they have borne him, and for his spirit
some elevated sphere out of which, he
may look well pleased on the results of
his labors. He has gone to Burke and
Wellington and Palmerston; he is recon-
ciled with Beaconsfleld.

JOHN CLARK RIDPATH.

THE STORY OF

OLADSTONE'S LIFE.
William Ewart Gladstone was born in

Liverpool, England, on Dec 29. 1S03.
He was spinning tops, at 5 years, when
Bismarck was the new baby at Schoen-hause- n.

He was learning Greek, at tho
age of 10. when Victoria put in an ap-
pearance. He was arranging for his
marriage when Grover Cleveland cams
to delight the hearts of his parents, and
a chancellor of the exchequer when a
boy was born in Germany who has
since become Kaiser William.

His father was Sir John Gladstone, a
wealthy merchant, who relinquished a
small business in Glasgow, about 17S5.
and removed to Liverpool, where he ac-
quired a large fortune In the East India
trade, being created a baronet in ISiS.
This fourth son was sent to Eton, and
while there gave promise of the splen-
did brilliancy which marked his course
at Oxford, from which he graduated at
Chrlstchureh in 1S31 as double first
class, the highest honor and one rarely
attained. Then he became a fellow of
All Souls'.

After traveling for a short period he
entered parliament in December. 1S32.
as member for Newark, a nomination
borough belonging to the Duke of New-
castle, which he continued to represent
till 1S4G.

It Is a mark of strong character when
a man who finds he is headed in the
wrong path turns completely around
and leads In the other direction. Glad-
stone, when he was first elected to the
house of commons, just after the pas-
sage of the reform bill that made Eng-
lish representative government, previ-
ously a mockery. Into (something like
a reality, was a Tory of the straightest,
old fashioned sect. His maiden speech
in the house was in the debate upon

the measure abolishing slavery In the
British colonies and was a defense of
tho slaveholders against attacks made
by radical abolitionists. For nearly 20
years he was one of the shining lights
of the Conservative party nnd tho fore-

most lieutenant of Sir Robert Peel, its
gyea leader. Then ho gradually drifted
insto Liberalism, and. after being for
some time more or leBs "a free lance."
he became a member of Lord Palmer-ston- 's

cabinet in 1S59.

At the death of that statesman he
succeeded him as leader of tho Liberals
In the house of commons, and when bis
party regained office In 1S6S. after Dis-

raeli's first government, Gladstone at-
tained tha premiership He held it for
six years, and again from 1SS0 to 1835.

when ho declared himself in favor oi
the Irish demand for home rule, which
up to that time he had strenuously op-

posed. Tho result was the secession of
a largo body of his supporters and his
defeat at the polls in 18S& a defeat
which tho dauntless veteran afterward
retrieved. Gladstone perfectly recog-
nized tho fact that his mental history
was one of development rather than
one of consistency. "I waa educated,"
he Is reported as saying In conversa-
tion, "to regard liberty as an evil I
have learned to regard it as a good
That Is a formula which sufficiently ex-

plains all the changes of my political
convictions." A glance at tho following
chronology will show the principal
events inGladstone's career as a states-
man and author:
lfs December 3, born at LirtrpeoL

at Oxford.
1KC Intred putamcoL
ISO Junior lord of the treasury.
ISOUnder rolonUl secretary.

Resigned.
ins Married

The SUto In RelaUon to th
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1&4& Oiurrh Principles Considered."
Ull-V- ke president of the beard ef trade.
1M2 Itevlfted the tariff.
ISO President of tbe board of trad.
1S& Retgnl

Cakmthi secretary.
1U Resigned
1S47 Advocated freedom fer Jew.
1S5J Chanceuor of tht exchequer.
1S lUelened
ItfS Lord hich oeincilHioner to th Io

nian isles
"Studies of the Homsrle Aje."

IS Chancellor ef the excheqee
19C leder of tht oeratnttss.
lift In oppastuen.
1S6S Prime minister.

"Bcce Homo"
"A Chapter of Autobiography."

1EEJ Carned Irish uiuiKbtUazaat.
J uvea tne XusA

179 m-- 4 iruh MJ WlL
im t. aveiltux of M M&U14 by Adams

Acton .i r city on Sept ll
Abousfcod purchase ei army oonv

stteden
AhUsbe4 rojfljcUn In penal fctvx.

M7lri viarerflty reforau praooMtf.
Keeira hot resmnied power.

Xf?t Ditaiv4 pran tot.
U 'Hytri'T SrachrontMn."
vm-- Mi Lotmaa trtempw.

Gte&atoc of Pact Tkara.
155ft pnaoe nualster.
;ir-- Rtcieominister

Irish hOE rnl proposed.
Reels ne--

ac-rV- w wlnlMer
ItM-tri- eh IwKft ml oaced coxsssocj:

attrmnmA by totwa.

But GUote. th Eton boy. si a
lateresUs? as 'the Grind Old Kaa.!
His special and MefKkn.h friend was
Arthur Hallaaa. the suhject of Tennjr-fo- n

In MtaorUa." Th friend?
ceaaneaced wltea Gladsbo waa la Ms

wvsaen were roomed by Mrs. OwuSitoae.
'and sae of the jrr&it rrKsrsema ever
made her ss her wnfeestogatowt
toward a isckly daephtsr. hat the
SftQCheer got auamg nwdor tfc treat-mea- t.

WbU hwcnorlar Mr OfcuJitos pr--
BaaJ sa sad daaeik. Mrs. jitsts)aB
aha oatersd Vm has aaogOee. She fiar--
sisfcoS hua wua snwtf wwaatain at
pta - U4 at fssta hoarse m4 b
ixia: uirt i.d . taw r
ar . c Iv y ivro n f--t ..
ilactUi. betf j.d stx.titd LxcUah itJx

thirteenth year and waa never weak-
ened until death came to loose the sli-
ver cord. HalLun was a dehuate boy.
and although his associate was muah
inclined to outdoor games of all kinds be
gave up the pleasures of play in order
to keep company with his friend in their
long walks across country or their
lengthened talks beneath the old oak
trees around "Windsor. Gladstone at
this period was a fighter and an "argu-fier.- "

In fact, argument ran in his fam-
ily, and the father of the threo young
Gladstones at Eton always encouraged
them to discuss the pros and cons of
every subject, however Insignificant.

TVilliam seldom lost an opportunity
of Improving the occasion. Once the
head master called him to hl3 desk to
account for his not having marked
down In hlsmonitor's book the late ar-
rival of one of his schoolfellows.

"It Is a violation of your trust, sir,"
said the pedagogue, "and I'll nave to
flog you."

The boy replied, "Sir, if I had sought
the position of monitor thio might be
called a violation of a trust, but slneo
the position was thrust upon me I
would most respectfully submit that I
am Innocent."

The old man who was great on tech-
nicalities was so delighted with his pu-
pil's Ingenuity that the whipping did
not take place.

Mr. Gladstone In later life remarked
that his reasoning was wrong, since
sheriffs. Jurymen and others have to
discharge duties which are thrust upon
them and which they would be glad to
avoid. "My defense." he said, "was
more culpable than my fault, but then,
you know. I had really only forgotten
to put down the bnv's name, and also
I had to avoid the floggini: which I saw
clearlv In my taskmaster's eye."

During the Eton period it wnji cus-
tomary on market days for some of the
more fun loving students to rush
through tho town with sharp knives,
cutting off the tails of the youns Mga
nnd bearing them in triumph to their
rooms. Gladstone either made a ha-
rangue or wrote a sarcastic screed In
The Miscellany about the brutality of
this. Knemles rose up against htan.
One night he found three fresh pigtails
tied to the inside of his bedroom door
whereupon be pasted upon his doer
inside and out. a challenge talltitg upon
the despoiier of the pljra "to com forth
and take h receipt for their ottering
which I will sign in good round hand
upon their faces." But Gladstono. Jr .
was regarded as a touaii foe. and the
kind invitation was never acknowl-
edged or accepted.

In 1S60 he was traveling In southern
Europe, when he heard rumors of tbe
despotism of King Bowba-- of

Naples, who without any form f
trial, had imprisoned In filthy dungeon
over 20.000 persons accused of potlthml
offenses. At this time Mr Gladstone
had been nearly 2 years la partlament,
so that he bad full understanding of the
responsibility of meddling in tho af-
fairs of other countries He went to
Naples, made a personal Investigation
of tho prisons and found everything
worse than had been told aboup the
wretched despot. Hi "Latter to Lord
Aberdeen" (1S51) i faulted in miW re-
monstrances from that nobleman, but
Lord Palmerston's sympathies were
later enlisted by a pamphlet that clear-
ly pictured the sufferings of the Neapol-
itans, and the tmp-- of Indifnatton
that followed these disclosures encntlfed
Bomba and onded his kingly days.

As a Greek scholar Mr niailMM. ...
not a Porson or a Jebb. but lie wo t ao- -
able of taking the sunn tliikt t .
new Greek play that he did in --umi.
march." Robert Slamere," or a dramaoy uauaei. n also considered "Ksther
Waters" and "The Year ot Jni.na
"strong and able works, which ouht to
live when many of their coatoaipnr.rle8
are forgotten " This would have henregarded by some as atrocious I'terary
taste III own published work aro
"The State In Its Relations With th.
Church" (2 volumes 1S8). oi,r h
Principles Considered" (UMt). "Studies
on Homer and the Homeric Age (3
volumes. Oxford. 18M). "Essays on Err-- .

Homo" and a pamphlet on the Irish
church question entitled. "A rhunt-- r
of Autobiography" QM9).aad "Jurent is
Mundl the Gods and Men of the Heroic
Age" (189). with translation and oth-
er pamphlets 8ohm of hia friends hivi
discovered an ode he wrote for Tha Star
Miscellany In hia nineteenth year. whi. h
differs largely from the tone of ale anti-refor- m

speech It is Inscribed T n
Shade of "t Tyler." and one itinju
proceeds in this fashion.

I hymn tbe gallant and the coedFrom Tr1rr (lr.ws in. Vhimm
My muse the rophtoa grateful start
The deed of Miller MM ot tngs
She Bine ef ail who on or lat

Have bamt subjection' iron chain.
Havo Jd the bloody oBt ftOr cleft a pr or priest In twain'

This is not bad. "onslderin that meit
of his Intimate friends at Kio at th
time wereeUber soseof poors or priest
But the liberation of (Jreeoe waa in ftto
air. and Lord Byron's poena wer tm
companions ot every bright ab-oii,.j-

who had ever hoard ef Ataea or Hpr.
to. Gladstone waa an eatansiastlc J'hM-helle-

and Wat Tyler a roC
enough point to br forth upun tM

revolutionary rhapsodies.
Good American loss MP ferssv ate

for his enwnclaUon of tas rgbta of tr"Confederacy." and even i pvn- -t (a f
hia "Irish home rale" otwe(M the Ja
togrtty of his cJursetar a.d th p rttj
of his motives.

In 1S he married M'x Margaret
Glynne, who was taoa an aelre J5
years old She aided mt4 huaeorj r ex
husband front tas first ar. l mad t a
family rsle that he bou : sever u
ooatradlrted. As a your g rrt sh was
a typo of the JCaailsh ni his a

eaercetlc. vrWkng and savins nVf
waa alt that any w,u.-s- ould be to a
ima

Tas lt yer of hU '"- - sre paBeJ
at Kawarden cssUe t ; neperty
ate,wKe. wblefc ie pr- - u y it, tho
gateway to WaJes T. i ht
oa the hills overtook n - vaiir Sf
the beAtttKnl le nix r-- i at Sf
Chester, la a hj-- i , irh 7t
arres. And there b iiil srrjr.-hn- l

by f'ir eons, three 3tif tr an4 --ls
aTaasvbildrea. wan J i i. i ir.

swvotloa. The .". tiOdr - mtm
aoi ver At lear fu-- y a sv oa-jU-

ele-rs- Bo! what t j 4 jru ct

of sons whose rrf s av.
shasowed

WUHass sxrw t " v i f ,
aesAor of Hawarseei tt f ih

sea. was re t r t Hs r- -' s
chares. Meary. after ' in im
was tttsattit to he a cutt.iry ysoi -
a4 Msrhsrt, tho y un : vw .

&sty on eaorased t uic p $

life Two of the dawti'' er .r V
riod litth DorrHby r - mk v '

daughter of oae an i " ' ird K a
Retea Otada ha ?n n
scractor ha t; Bacth

ipwddlas. and jt mtry war fa'ehai
fehot coshcree t. - r a "w It
iawretf sad sef. - lad
waa ao hesnmr est f-f- .

kta.
Tlfcere ar tt! tT Ifce, aa
). & w

It srat ...

srf. - t, It
host- - ' - A a .im-- -

if k a a-- wif'. w , t
n ivr 'jkUovsv .


